
APPENDIX 1
Bath Street Traffic Video Monitoring – July 2017

Introduction:

Cumbria County Council has received concerns from the school and local residents 
regarding the safety of pedestrians due to vehicles contravening the one-way restriction on 
Bath Street.  To enable consideration of the issue traffic data video monitoring was 
arranged within the school term time in July 2017.  Video survey equipment was installed at 
the junction of Bath Street and Blake Street to enable visibility of the section of one-way on 
Monday 10th July. The data was collected over a 12 hour period from 07:00 – 19:00.

The data summary including a location plan and the summary data table are shown below.  
This is followed by a summary of the data findings and finally the recommendations of this 
report following consideration of the data.

Site: Bath Street, Barrow in Furness

The short one-way section on Bath Street, between Blake Street and Adelaide Street was 
monitored over a 12 hour period following reports of vehicles contravening the one-way 
restriction. The restriction allows for traffic to travel in a north westerly direction from Blake 
Street to Adelaide Street. 

Traffic Monitoring Location:



Video Survey Recorded Data:

Cumbria County Council

Area:
U6176 Bath Street, Barrow-in-
Furness

Date: 10 July 2017
Grid 
Ref: 319375,469863

Site Bath St Barrow
Direction Northwest Southeast

Time ALL VEHICLES ALL VEHICLES
07:00 1 0
07:15 0 0
07:30 2 0
07:45 1 0
08:00 2 0
08:15 3 0
08:30 14 0
08:45 15 0
09:00 8 0
09:15 2 0
09:30 5 0
09:45 5 0
10:00 4 0
10:15 2 0
10:30 4 1
10:45 1 0
11:00 3 0
11:15 10 0
11:30 12 0
11:45 8 0
12:00 12 0
12:15 7 0
12:30 6 0
12:45 7 0
13:00 8 0
13:15 4 0
13:30 5 0
13:45 4 0
14:00 3 0
14:15 7 0
14:30 6 0
14:45 12 0
15:00 12 0
15:15 14 0
15:30 10 0
15:45 9 0



16:00 5 0
16:15 10 0
16:30 11 1
16:45 5 1
17:00 11 0
17:15 9 0
17:30 5 0
17:45 3 0
18:00 3 0
18:15 5 0
18:30 10 0
18:45 4 1
Total 289 4

Summary:

 The monitoring shows that this short section of Bath Street is quite heavily trafficked. 
The busiest periods showing to be between 08:30 – 08:45, 11:15 – 12:00, 14:45 – 
15:30, 16:15 – 17:00 and again at around 18:30. This indicates that Bath Street is 
busy at school times.

 The directional data shows that vehicles are also travelling ‘against’ the correct flow 
of traffic i.e. they are contravening the one-way restriction.

 Vehicles were found to be contravening the one-way restriction, a total of 4 over the 
day of monitoring. 1 vehicle at 10:30, 1 vehicle at 16:30, 1 vehicle at 16:45 and 1 
vehicle at 18:45. It is likely that these vehicles are local such as the residents or 
regular users of Bath Street.

 The collision records from the Police indicate that there are no recorded collisions 
within the last 5 years for that section of Bath Street.

Recommendations:

Having looked at the data in full and considered the wider behaviour of motorists in 
conjunction with the collision records there are a number of options that can be considered 
which are listed below.

 Do nothing - no further action
We will pass the data onto the police for their consideration of enforcement, in line 
with their own local priorities. No cost. The timescale for this would be immediate 
however it is unknown whether the police have the resources to deal with this.
Advantages: Immediate timescale. No cost. Police to deter motorists.
Disadvantages: Will not physically prevent drivers from continuing to disobey the 
restriction. It is possible that the current arrangement, where motorists ignore the 
one-way restriction may lead to a collision in future.



 Reinforce the existing One-way – Plan 1
Reinforce the one-way visually to motorists with additional signing and road 
markings to make it more visible. There would be a cost to implement, estimated at 
£1,500 for additional lining and signs. The timescale would depend on the 
identification of a budget for the costs however once funding could be secured 
delivery is estimated at approximately 6–8 weeks. 
Advantages: Low cost for improvements and once budget identified short timescale 
to implement. 
Disadvantages: Will not physically prevent drivers from continuing to disobey the 
restriction and has the potential to be ignored. Additional street furniture to be 
maintained.

 Return it to two-way – Plan 2
It is possible to remove the one-way restriction on bath Street.  It would be 
necessary to undertake a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) to allow two way vehicular 
movements along this section of road. There are significant costs to be considered to 
undertake and implement a TRO.  It would be approximately £3,500 for the staff 
time, legal and advertising costs. In addition there would be the costs to remove the 
existing signs indicating the one-way.  The timescale for this can be anywhere 
between 6 – 12 months due to the lengthy process involved, including consultation, 
advertising and making of the the order.
Advantages: Prevents contravention of restriction by allowing for two-way traffic. 
Allows for existing one-way/no entry signs and markings to be removed to de-clutter 
and remove maintenance needs.
Disadvantages: Lengthy timescale and costly to implement. Unlikely to be supported 
locally by residents or the school due to road safety concerns.

 Build-out  - Plan 3
The construction of a build-out could be considered to allow vehicles to gain access 
in a north westerly direction but prevent it in a south easterly direction. There would 
be a fairly substantial cost to construct the build-out, estimated at £6,000. There 
would need to be allocation of budget for a build-out and consideration of school 
holidays to minimise disruption.  It would take approximately a week for construction 
over which time the road would need to be closed. 
Advantages: No formal restrictions to be progressed therefore reasonable timescale 
for delivery.  Would reinforce the existing one-way restriction.
Disadvantages:  Additional street furniture to be maintained. Moderate costs to 
install. 

 Prohibition of Driving – Plan 4
This option would be to implement a TRO to close this section of road and prevent 
all vehicular access in either direction by installing a physical obstruction or barrier.  
A physical barrier could take the form of bollards, a kerbed section with bollards or 
pedestrian guardrail. This would leave the closed section of road as a safe place to 
cross for pedestrians. There are significant costs to undertake and implement a 
TRO, approximately £5,000 for all legal and advertising costs. The timescale for this 
can be anywhere between 6 – 12 months due to the lengthy process involved, 
including consultation, advertising and making of the order.



Advantages: Would prevent contravention of restriction by closing the section to 
motorised traffic. Allows a safe area for pedestrian crossing to improve safety. 
Disadvantages: Lengthy timescale and costly to implement. Likely to inconvenience 
residents therefore potential for a high number of objections. Additional costs to 
install some form of barrier to prevent vehicular access which will then require future 
maintenance.

Conclusion:
The video survey data clearly indicates that motorists are contravening the existing one-
way traffic restriction.  This data will be shared with the police for consideration of 
enforcement of the restriction.  However it is recommended that some action in the longer 
term is required to prevent those vehicle movements which are contravening the existing 
one-way restriction.  Having considered all the options available it is suggested that the 
section of Bath Street in question is closed to vehicular traffic by the implementation of a 
Prohibition of Driving restriction.  That would allow the implementation of a physical 
obstruction such as a kerbed section with bollards at each end of the road to prevent 
vehicular movements in that section of Bath Street.

Appendices:
Plan 1 Bath Street Signs & lines
Plan 2 Bath Street return to two-way
Plan 3 Bath Street Build out
Plan 4 Bath Street Closure to motorised traffic

Melanie Bower
Traffic Management Officer
Cumbria Highways


